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Success Stories: Elbert School District Makes Progress 
 

Progress is incremental in rural Colorado.  Elbert School District was among the ten pilot sites that received 
interactive video distance learning equipment from our grant project in the summer of 2012.  Distance learning 
started immediately with an AP Calculus class from Edison School District and soon extended to providing 
Spanish to Edison in the Spring of 2013.  This school year, Elbert is receiving an advanced math class from 
Edison and providing Spanish I and Spanish II to three school districts: Hanover, Edison, and Mountain Valley 
(Saguache). 
 
The growth of distance learning activity at Elbert has been helped by a recent bandwidth upgrade thanks to 
EagleNet which provides more than five times the Internet connectivity of the previous connection. 
 

 
                         The new Elbert school building 

Along the way, Elbert and the plight of its 
aging school facility (mostly built by the 
WPA during the Depression) were profiled 
in the Denver Post in the story of the 
much anticipated (November 2012) ballot 
issue.  The school (and the community) 
won that vote and a new facility is 
currently under construction to open for 
the 2014-2015 school year.  The new 
school will have state-of-the-art 
networking capabilities in classrooms fully 
adaptable to new technologies. 

 
Having campaigned with the theme Our future’s so bright we have to wear shades…Elbert focused on that 
future to create a “50 year” building…not only with current technologies in mind but for what their students 
world might be like in 50 years. 
 
“We had to think outside the box,” Said Superintendent Kelli Loflin, “We have tried to create classrooms and 
environments that can welcome and sustain ever evolving technologies.”   
 
All rooms in the new building will have wireless capabilities and be equipped with audio and visual 
enhancement systems to ensure teachers are equipped to use best teaching practices now and well into the 
future.  Elbert also plans to equip every secondary student with a 1:1 device to enhance their ability to access 
and expand their education. 
   
Elbert’s recent success with video distance learning led to the plan to equip every classroom in the new school 
for both video distance learning and video security systems.  In the future the district may hire teachers from 
the metro area for really hard to fill subject areas and have them deliver to its classrooms.    
  
“More than anything, we want this building to show future generations we believe in a first class education for 
the children in our community,” Loflin said, “And we want our staff to have a wonderful work environment to 
meet those students and engage them in the excitement that education can be.” 
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Crow Canyon Seeks Distance-Learning Opportunities 

 
School textbooks often ignore or pay scant attention to the approximately 98% of history that occurred before 
the written word. How can educators bring that excluded past alive for their students?  With the conviction that 
everyone’s history matters, the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center has been offering programs for 30 years 
that allow students to experience the past. Using archaeology as a tool, the Center’s experiential programs 
are developed in consultation with American Indians and are designed to improve scientific literacy and foster 
critical-thinking skills while helping students discover a part of American history that is often neglected. 
 

 

While Crow Canyon conducts its experiential programs at its 
campus in southwestern Colorado, it is actively seeking ways to 
extend its learning opportunities to a broader audience through 
distance learning.   
 
“Everything we offer is so rich, we want to share it with the rest 
of the state,” said Crow Canyon Director of Education Kathy 
Stemmler. 
 
Recent efforts have linked students from the Southern Ute 
School and Vail Mountain School in preparation for their visit to 
Crow Canyon where they met face-to-face. 

 
“A large part of the history of Colorado starts here in the southwest with the ancestral Pueblo Indians,” said 
Stemmler. “We’re very interested in sharing this history and developing distance learning opportunities with 
schools across the state, and the country.” 
 
To learn more about possible distance-learning collaborations with Crow Canyon, contact: 
Kathy Stemmler, director of education, at kstemmler@crowcanyon.org. 
For more information on Crow Canyon school programs, visit www.crowcanyon.org/schools. 

 
Seeking Participants: GIS Distance Learning Project 
 
A collaboration of the Governor’s office of IT, ESRI, and the COGA is developing a GIS distance 
learning program that can serve as an enhancement and introduction to GIS across a variety of 
classroom subjects.  The project is seeking interested teachers and interactive-video distance 
learning equipped sites.  Teachers and sites interested in participating (including the training below) 
should contact Ed VanderTook, the GIS Project Lead, at: vandertook@earthlink.net. 
 

 

Isn't That Spatial? Analyzing Our World Using 
Digital Maps and Spatial Thinking 
http://vimeo.com/47682904 

Investigations in Spatial Thinking: An Online Course 
offered through eNet Colorado and taught by Dr Joseph 
Kerski. 5 weeks, asynchronous. Contains readings, 
reflections, hands-on activities, quizzes, and a self- 
directed project. Focuses on web mapping and spatial 
thinking. Primary toolkit is ArcGIS Online from Esri. 

The course will begin on September 25th.  Contact Ed 

VanderTook (vandertook@earthlink.net) by September 20th 

if you are interested in sponsored participation. 
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