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Mark Widdifield Named Distance Learning Teacher of the Year 
 

 

The Denver Museum of Nature & Science has been awarded two 

honors from the Colorado Distance Learning Association.  Mark 

Widdifield, the Museum’s Assistant Coordinator for Distance Learning, 

was named Teacher of the Year and the Virtual Heart program received 

the Program of the Year Award.  

 

The Museum’s Distance Learning Program reaches thousands of 

students in schools all over the country, not just in Colorado.  Its 

outreach provides students an engaging and interactive video 

experience of science that they are unlikely to get any other way, 

particularly for those in rural schools.  The Colorado Distance Learning 

Project is working with DMNS to increase access to its programs. 

 

Widdifield, who has worked in several roles at the Museum Education department since 2004, does 

two to five classes a day at busy times, often dissecting hearts or lungs on camera.   “I like to allow 

the students to drive the dissection with their questions,” Widdifield says, “The dissection then 

becomes more of an exploration than just cutting up animal parts.” 

 

“It’s all about the excitement of the 
Students,” Widdifield admits about his 
experience and the role of every educator 
on the Museum staff.  “Our work is to get 
kids to experience and know the 
excitement of science.” 
 
Mark Widdifield holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
Environmental Science with minors in 
Anthropology and Political Science from 
the University of Denver.  He once 
considered careers in government and 
public policy.  

 

How did he get into museum education?  His first experience teaching came in AmeriCorps after 

college, where he taught water resources education as part of a conservation project at the 

Michigan Groundwater Stewardship Program.  The AmeriCorps position had a very similar job 

description to the DMNS educator position Widdifield saw posted after he finished his AmeriCorps 

term.  He applied and has been an outreach and virtual educator for the Museum ever since.   

 

For more information about Denver Museum of Nature and Science  and the variety of its virtual classes, go 

to: http://www.dmns.org/teachers/distance-learning/virtual-classes/ 

 

For more information about the Colorado Distance Learning Association, go to: 

 

STATEWIDE DISTANCE LEARNING IN COLORADO 
Capacity Building – Distance Learning Grant Project 

http://www.dmns.org/teachers/distance-learning/virtual-classes/
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For more information about Denver Museum of Nature and Science and the variety of its virtual 

classes, go to: http://www.dmns.org/teachers/distance-learning/virtual-classes/ 

 

For more information about the Colorado Distance Learning Association, go to: 

http://www.colodla.org/ 

 

 

Mountain Valley School in Saguache Links to Ghana Ambassador Program 
 

 
In collaboration with the Ambassador Program of O’ia-da International and the Akoma Ntoso 

Cultural Center in Africa, students at Mountain Valley School in Saguache had an opportunity to 

learn from a sister school in Cape Coast, Ghana on May 2, 2013. 

 

About this program, teacher Jody Abeyta said, “There is nothing quite like it.  This is a great 

opportunity for kids around the world to learn and communicate about other places in person.” 

 

The Ambassador Program in Ghana was made possible by a generous equipment donation from 

Polycom, Inc., one of the leading manufacturers of interactive video conferencing equipment. 

 

The Ambassador program link from Saguache was the first of several planned contacts.  For more 

information about this program (and other content/collaboration offerings) go to: www.cilc.org. 

 

Interesting MOOC  

 

From UC Irvine: Emerging Trends & Technologies 

in the Virtual K-12 Classroom 

https://www.coursera.org/course/k12virtualtrends 

Emerging trends and technologies in K-12 virtual 

instruction - how the latest trends in technology affect 

student learning and engagement. 

Cindy Carbajal; Nov 11th 2013 (5 weeks long). 

More MOOCs at www.coursera.org 
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